
THE AQUINAS CENTER FOR THEOLOGICAL RENEWAL
AT AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY
& 
THE THOMISTIC INSITUTE

 PRESENT:

Aquinas and Sin

February 5 – 7, 2026
(Schedule Subject to Changes)

Thursday, February 5

[bookmark: _Hlk156995857]12:00 – 8:00 p.m.  	Registration 
			
3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 	Concurrent Session 1

	O’Bryan Performance Hall
Daniel Gordon, Ave Maria University, “Idolatry and Iconicity: Thomas Aquinas on the Sin of Adam”
	Ivan Bodrozic, Catholic Faculty of Theology (University of Split), “The Influence of Jerome’s Texts on Thomas’s Understanding of Old Testament Laws and Precepts”
Maria Maggio Sohl, Franciscan University of Steubenville, “The Decay of Marriage: A Problem of the Sinful Soul”
	
Ballroom Section 1
	Kendall Dunkley, Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception, “The Headship of Adam in Aquinas’ Account of the Transmission of Original Sin”
Francis Scarchilli, Ave Maria University, “Ratzinger and Aquinas on Original Sin”

	Ballroom Section 2
Zachary Naccash, Ave Maria University, “Could Christ Have Sinned Without Grace? A Critique of Scotistic Christology”
	Garrett Peters, Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, “Sin-Free Freedom in Heaven”
	James Whitaker, University of Notre Dame, “The Integrity of Human Faculties and the Disintegration of Sin”

	Ballroom Section 3
Hannah Newland, Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception, “Against Limbo as Natural Happiness: Principles from Aquinas’ Doctrine of Original Sin”
Taylor Payne, Ave Maria University, “The Fittingness of the Incarnation: Aquinas and Ratzinger on God’s Excessive Love”
	David Sherwood, Ave Maria University, “Charles De Koninck’s Refutation of Certain Protestant Errors Regarding the Blessed Mother’s Sinless and Universal Causality”
	

5:00 – 6:45 p.m. 	Dinner (on your own)

6:45 – 7:00 p.m.	Conference Welcome

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.	Plenary Session 1
Ballroom 

	Michael Dauphinais, Ave Maria University, “Sin, Mercy, and the Imago Dei"
Rev. Gregory Pine, O.P., Dominican House of Studies, “Why Satisfaction? St. Thomas Aquinas on Christ's Voluntary Suffering”

8:30 – 9:30 p.m. 	Wine and Cheese Social
			
	
Friday, February 6

[bookmark: _Hlk156995874]8:00 a.m. –	Registration 
5:00 p.m.  	
       	
8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 	Concurrent Session 2

	O’Bryan Performance Hall
	Seth Johnson, Ave Maria University, “Disentangling Thomistic Satisfaction from Penal Substitution”
	James Kelly, University of St. Thomas (Houston), “Christian Satisfaction in Scripture: Towards a Thomistic Understanding”
	Rev. Joseph de Orbegozo, Newman University, “Studiousness and the Darkness of Ignorance”
	
	Ballroom Section 1
	David DeSalvo, University of Arizona, “Oh Happy Fault! Augustine on Memory and the Redemption of Sin”
Theresa Ryland, Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception, “The Effects of Sin on the Soul’s Capacity for Intellectus”
	Neil Watson, Hillsdale College, “Curiosity Kills the Cat (and the Soul)”

	Ballroom Section 2
	Emily Dalsky, St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity, “Immunity and Remedy for Sin: Aquinas on the Trinitarian Effects of the Eucharist”
	Brooks Jensen, Ave Maria University, “Infused Virtues as the Means to Overcome Acquired Vice”
	Nicholas Ramirez, University of Notre Dame, “To Heaven or Hell We Go: Political Implications of a Thomistic Thesis on Nature and Grace after the Fall”
	
	Ballroom Section 3
	Joseph Diaz, Marquette University, “Towards a Regula on Time: Thomas on the Use or Misuse of Time”
Ruvianne Mercado, Marin Catholic, “A ‘Thomish’ Perspective on the Sin of Overworking”
	Aaron James Weisel, Ave Maria University, “Attention as Thomistic Virtue: Weil, Murdoch, and David Foster Wallace”

[bookmark: _Hlk156286489]10:15 – 11:45 a.m.	Plenary Session 2

	O’Bryan Performance Hall 
	Jennifer Frey, University of Tulsa, “TBA”
	Rev. Ryan Connors, Our Lady of Providence Seminary, “Pernicious Presumption and Dangerous Despair: Aquinas on the Sins Against Hope”


12:00 p.m.		Conference Mass (Ave Maria Catholic Church)

12:45 – 1:45 p.m.	Lunch (on your own, Cafeteria suggested)

1:45 – 3:15 p.m.	Concurrent Session 3 

	O’Bryan Performance Hall
Rev. Guy Mansini, O.S.B., Ave Maria University, “R. Garrigou-Lagrange and B. Lonergan on Aquinas on God’s Permission of Sin”
Rev. Aidrian Patrick McCaffery, O.P., Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, “The Primum Peccatum and the Possibility of Sin: Aquinas, Albert, and the Intellectualist Dilemma”
Albert von Thurn und Taxis, Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, “Rational Mind and Non-Rational Action - Aquinas’ Augustinian Account of the Sinning Will & the Hierarchy of the Soul”

	Ballroom Section 1
	Robert Barry, Providence College, “The Placement of the Sin of Pride in the Summa Theologiae”
	Arielle Harms, Augustine Institute, “Aquinas on the Virtues of Christians: Acquired Virtue, Sin, and Final Causality”
	Sr. Hyacinth Hayward, Marin Catholic High School, “Medicinal Religion: Religious Life and Remedies for Sin”
	
	Ballroom Section 2
	Lauren Dionne, Florence Classical Art Academy, “Beauty Against Sentimentality and Sin: Why Naming Beauty as a Transcendental is an Ugly Idea”
	Michael Politz, University of St. Thomas (Houston), “Can AI Sin? The Moral Limitations of AI Systems from a Thomistic Perspective”
	Michael Proietta, Marquette University, “Is Bad Art a Sin? A Thomistic Reflection”

	Ballroom Section 3
	John Logan, Ave Maria University, “Are All Moral Actions for the Sake of the Good?  Aquinas, Scheler, and von Hildebrand on Acting Against One’s Better Knowledge”
	Timothy Streiff, Ave Maria University, “Omissions: Sins and Signs”
	John Copas, Catholic University of America, “Aquinas against the Manichees: The Goodness of Nature and the Nature of Sin”
	
[bookmark: _Hlk187913704][bookmark: _Hlk156286556][bookmark: _Hlk124433491]3:45 – 5:15 p.m. 	Plenary Session 3

	O’Bryan Performance Hall 
Rev. Dominic Legge, O.P., Dominican House of Studies, “TBA”
	Rev. Andrew Hofer, O.P., Dominican House of Studies, “Aquinas on the Early Doctors, Their Errors, and the Sin of Heresy”

5:15 – 7:00 p.m. 	Dinner (2nd Floor Student Union Building Loft; Ticket Only)

[bookmark: _Hlk155951882]7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 	Keynote Address

O’Bryan Performance Hall 
Rev. Stephen Brock, The University of Chicago, “Causing the Bad Act without Causing its Badness: Saint Thomas and the Metaphysics of Sin"

8:00 – 9:00 p.m. 	Wine and Cheese



Saturday, February 7

[bookmark: _Hlk156995891]8:00 a.m. 	Registration
– 5:00 p.m.	

7:00 a.m.	Mass
	Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel

[bookmark: _Hlk155087174]7:45 a.m.	Breakfast (On your own), Light snacks and coffee provided

[bookmark: _Hlk156286676]8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 	Concurrent Session 4
	
	O’Bryan Performance Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk212738897]	Paul Gondreau, Providence College, “Aquinas and the Male Fallen Condition: Is there a Fomes Luxuriae (Spark to Lust) in Men?”
	Rev. Ambrose Little, Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception, “What is a Sin Against Dignity?"
Matthew McKenna, Ave Maria University, “Aquinas on Sexual Differences Concerning Continence”

	Ballroom Section 1
	John O’Neill, Holy Apostles College and Seminary, “Sin Works Death Through What is Good: On the Causality of Sin in the Sinner and in the Just According to St. Thomas’s Commentary on Romans 7”
	Daniel Garland, Ohio Dominican University, “Does God Command Sin?: Aquinas and Herem Warfare”
	Rev. Mike Johns, Diocese of Little Rock, “Hester Panim and the Shoah: Aquinas in Dialogue with Jewish Holocaust Thinkers”

	Ballroom Section 2
	Bridget Erickson, University of South Florida, “Kyrie Eleison: Aquinas and Aristotle on God’s Mercy Towards Sinners”
	Anthony Hernandez, Ave Maria University, “The Betrayal of Judas and the Charity of Christ”
	Sr. Mary Bethany Mansfield, O.P., Ave Maria University, “In Dialogue with the Dialogue: Aquinas and Catherine on Charity, Sin, and The Sacrament of Penance”

	Ballroom Section 3
	Joshua Brotherton, St. Thomas University (Miami, FL), “Two Recent Works on Grace and Freedom: R. J. Matava and W. Matthews Grant”
	Nicholas Galiatsatos, Ave Maria University, “TBA”
	Patrick Gordon, University of Dallas, “Aquinas on Love and the Disunity of Sin”

10: 15 – 11:45 a.m. 	Plenary Session 4
	
			O’Bryan Performance Hall 
Rev. John Nepil, Archdiocese of Denver, “Species decepit te” (Daniel 13:56): The “Aesthetics” of Sin according to Aquinas and von Balthasar”
Matthew Petrusek, Word on Fire Institute, “TBA”

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.	Lunch (Boxed lunches provided, Cafeteria)  

12:45 p.m. –	Concurrent Session 5
2:15 p.m.
	O’Bryan Performance Hall
	Adam Eitel, University of Dallas, "The Cooperation of Acquired and Infused Virtue in Resisting Temptation"
Rev. Dominic Langevin, O.P., Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception, “A Sinful Context for the Eucharist?”
	Brandon L. Wanless, The Saint Paul Seminary, University of St. Thomas (MN), “St. Thomas Aquinas on Sin, Addiction, and the Question of Mitigated Culpability”

Ballroom Section 1
	Magnus Imber, Boston College, “Man Made Right: On the Necessity of Original Created Justice in Thomas Aquinas's Commentary on Romans 5:12”
	Sr. Rose Martin Huong Le, O.P., Dominican Sisters of Mary Immaculate, “Sin, Rupture, and Restless Desire: Synthesizing Aquinas, Augustine, and Joseph Ratzinger on Moral Disorder and Ecclesial Healing”
Alexander Erickson, Ave Maria University, “One Man, One Body, One Person: On Being In Adam versus In Christ”

	Ballroom Section 2
	Aaron Henderson, St. Thomas University (Miami), “Maritain’s Eschatological Proposal and the Effects of Sin on Human Nature”
	Rev. Alexander Hurtsellers, Christ the Saviour Seminary, “Between Privation and Corruption: Reading Aquinas on Sin in Light of Eastern Patrology”
	Michael Kuznetsov, Karazin Kharkiv National University, “Philosophical Synthesis of Thomas Aquinas: Aristotelianism and Neoplatonism” (via Microsoft Teams)

	Ballroom Section 3
	Justin Corman, Ave Maria University, “TBA”
Molly Egilsrud, Catholic University of America, “What Does Dead Faith Do For The Sinner? Thomas on Dead Faith as an Imperfect Moral Virtue”
	E. Tyler Graham, Donahue Academy, “A Thomistic Reading of Gravissimum Educationis”

	Location 4
	Madeline Doucet, Ave Maria University, “Abuse of Authority in Religious Communities Through a Thomistic Lens”
	JohnBaptist Sserugo, Ave Maria University, “TBA”
	
2:30 – 3:45 p.m. 	Plenary Session 5 

O’Bryan Performance Hall 
Rev. Romanus Cessario, O.P., Ave Maria University, “Christian Satisfaction… And What It Does””
Rev. Emmanuel Perrier, O.P., Institut Catholique de Toulouse, “Aquinas’ Definition of Sin Amid Medieval Uncertainties”

4:00 – 4:45pm 	Vigil Mass (for travelers) 
	Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel

5:15 – 6:30pm	Closing Keynote
	
	O’Bryan Performance Hall 
John Haldane, University of St. Andrews, “Theoretical Knowledge and the Natural Effects of Original Sin”

6:30 p.m.	Closing of the Conference

6:45 p.m.	Alumni Cigar Night – All Are Welcome! 
	Hosted by GIV 
	Heavy Hors d’oeuvres to be served 


Sunday, February 8

Mass Schedule


2
Updated as of 2026.1.6
Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel
· 7:30am 
· 9:00am
· 10:30am
· 12:00pm
· 5:00pm 

Ave Maria Catholic Church
· 8:00am
· 10:00am
· 12:30pm (Extraordinary Form)
· 7:30pm 
